לעלוי נשמת הגאון הר"ר אהרן בן הר"ר משה הלוי סאלאווייציק זצ"ל

כי תצא

לא יבא עמוני ומואבי בקהל ה', גם דור עשירי לא יבא להם בקהל ה' עד עולם.

  על דבר אשר לא קדמו אתכם בלחם ובמים בדרך בצאתכם ממצרים..
The Torah forbids the Ammonite and the Moabite to marry into the community of Am Yisrael.  Why?

The passuk gives us the reason – They did not come forward with bread and water as we passed by their land on our way  out of Mitzrayim.

Was that all that there was to it??  They did not come forward with bread and water, and therefore two entire nations are banned from marrying into Am Yisrael?  Maybe they were just too busy with their agriculture at the time?  Maybe they themselves were short on supplies?  Maybe they were busy defending some other borders?  What is the big deal?

(Also, this encounter with Amon and Moav took place thirty-nine years after Yetzias Mitzrayim, shortly before we entered Eretz Yisrael.  Why is this identified as having taken place “on your way out of Mitzrayim”?)

Rashi explains the lashon of the pasuk “על דבר” – to allude to the terrible scheme of ensnaring Am Yisrael to sin. “בדרך” – at a time when Am Yisrael were unsettled, on the journey.  

What connection is there between ensnaring to sin and not coming forward with bread and water? 

The Kli Yakar further explains that there is indeed a very significant connection.  The scheme was indeed to ensnare Am Yisrael to idolatry and immorality.  The way this was accomplished was by “nonchalantly” withholding the bread and water from the weary and unsettled travelers.  The evil, scheming Bil’am and Moav and Amon knew that the way to breach the spiritual fortifications of Hashem’s chosen nation was to withhold from them the basic and simple staples of bread and water.  The starving people would have no choice but eat from the sacrifices of idolatry, if that was all that was available, and to quench their parched throats with the seductive wines of immorality.

Hashem, who sees into the depths of the thoughts of man, saw the evil intention in the seemingly benign behavior, and He recorded it accordingly in the Torah..

*

It has been declared that the greatest danger to Klal Yisrael today is the internet.  

This blanket declaration is reminiscent of a story that is told over about the elders of Chelm:

A bridge in Chelm had collapsed.  Every day, people who needed to get to the other side kept using the bridge, and every day, there would be new casualties.  People simply kept falling into the river!   The elders of Chelm held an emergency meeting about what to do.  After many hours of deliberations, they finally came up with the ideal solution. 

A grand new hospital would be built.

We are taught that there are three identifying sure signs of the members of nation of Yisrael.  רחמנים, ביישנים וגומלי חסדים  .  Am Yisrael are compassionate, modest and do acts of loving-kindness.  The greatest danger to Klal Yisrael today is the movement to replace the community of רחמנים, ביישנים וגומלי חסדים with an empty and counterfeit look-alike substitute.  We are talking about a mass-movement with a centralized power base that dresses itself and looks identical to the authentic, but inwardly has gone morally bankrupt.   The objectives of those that control the movement is to amass as much support as they can and to clear away anyone who does not submit or conform to their quest for power.  They aggressively mix into all aspects of the community and seek to take control: the mosdos of chinnuch, the hashgochos of restaurants, shidduchim, distribution of tzedakah money, they even have no qualms smashing shlom bayis, if it so fits their political interests and their quest for power.  It is all done with a mask of Torah under a false pretense of yir’as shomayim, so the innocent and naïve won’t  withdraw support.  The danger of their terrible behavior is the demoralization and dehumanization that results.  They gravely interfere with the “bread and water” of Klal Yisrael”. 

One of their favorite campaigns is the Shmiras Halashon campaign.  No one has yet figured out where they get their heteirim for all the lashon hora that they disseminate.

Here is an incident that happened just this year.  

Rav L. had come from Eretz Yisrael to Chicago for a simcha, and had stayed in the Hachnosas Orchim.  There, he had met an avreich from Yerushalayim, who was in difficult financial straits, and had come to raise money.  Rav L. met him again, a few weeks later, back in Yerushalayim.  The electricity had just been cut off from the apartment of this avreich, and he and his family were in the process of being evicted out to the street.  A large check that the avreich received in Chicago had bounced.  The distraught avreich said that a local community regional dayan of a local heimishe organization told the person who had generously made out the check to the avreich from Yerushalayim not to honor the check when it was deposited.

And what ever happened to all the stories about how Gedolei Yisrael would never turn away talmidim – the Chofetz Chaim would not speak to a certain Rov who came to see him, because he didn’t accept an orphan boy into cheder.  Rav Moshe Feinstein would never 
expel any talmid unless there was absolutely no alternative.  Rav Aharon Soloveichik was exemplary in his personal example of accepting all talmidim, even with complicated situations and helping them build their lives.

And what about the traditional trepidation in matters of shidduchim, not to interfere?  Kal vachomer in matters of shlom bayis.  Breaking up marriages, churban Bais Hamikdash, has become a non-issue, in face of the power machine.

Someone who has worked extensively with at-risk youth said that it is one thousand percent accurate to say that all the “off-the-derech” problems result from ongoing “small” day to day neglect and verbal abuse of those all around. 

בדרך בצאתכם ממצרים – Until Moshiach arrives, we are all vulnerable, we are all needy, we all need חיזוק , we all need the “bread and water”.   We all need each other.  No one has yet arrived.

אין לך אדם שאין לו שעה – Who is to say what and who is a failure in the eyes of Hashem?  Who is to say what and who is a success?

We are given a mandate to share with others the blessings that Hashem gives us.  Shidduchim ideas, financial assistance, chizuk in ruchniyus, friendship, whatever. 

רחמנים, ביישנים וגומלי חסדים are the three kochos that empower us to overcome the three great klipos of עבודה זרה, גלוי עריות ושפיכות דמים , idolatry, immorality and murder.  If the first three are tampered with, how do we expect to shield ourselves from the ugly heads of the three big klipos?

תפסת מרובה- לא תפסת – If you are impressed with your large numbers and your accomplishments, you are living in the dangerous land of imagination.  לא תפסת.
לא מרבכם מכל העמים חשק ה' בכם ויבחר בכם  כי אתם המעט  מכל העמים. 

Hashem desires Am Yisrael, for being the smallest of all the nations.  We are not in competition with the chinese.  No one has to be impressed or intimidated by powerful movements with large numbers.  This is a meaningless and dangerous fixation. Let us be brave and withdraw all support from this treacherous pagan phenomenon in our midst. Let us not be afraid to speak up when we see avlos, injustice taking place.  Let us not be afraid to dissociate from the avodah zarah of the giant heimishe movements and their sub-parts in their frenzied quest for power and control in the Jewish community.

We end with the encouraging words of the Piyut, 

עמון ומואב מהרה תכלה, פדותך לעמך בקרוב תגלה

ציון תמלא מעם אלה, קרית מלך רב אז נעלה

שכן תשכן בתוך עם צבי את אליהו הנביא.

A gutten Erev Shabbos 

        From Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.

